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GP I – 28 Aug 19

• Who are you?  Why are you here?
• A few syllabus bits
• Laboratory: notebook!
• Scale – scientific notation
• SI units
• Unit conversion - “chain link conversion”
• Motion diagrams
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A few syllabus bits …
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Scientific Notation

• Used to express large and small 
numbers in convenient form

• Often speak of the “order of 
magnitude” of a number (i.e., the 
power of ten)

x = 2.46 x 10-10 m

v = 3.0 x 108 m/s
For example

HOPG

Significant Figures

• Read all about it!
There is a summary sheet on the 

course webpage
The precision of a measurement is 

related to the number its of 
significant figures
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Units are important!

Welcome to a great term of 
practicing physics!


